If you haven’t seen this special
message from Mike, please take a
moment to watch this important
video message and then share it
with your family and friends by
copying the link and pasting it to
the social media channel of your
choice. We continue to encourage
you to light your candles and share
them with us. Please remember to
send us a picture at
mediaministry@whatis1st.com.



https://youtu.be/zlEITVdsKf4
https://youtu.be/enguPdAt0B4
https://files.constantcontact.com/be380432301/4fb3d303-a7ea-4d9f-b06f-88dbd8dc1cca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be380432301/4fb3d303-a7ea-4d9f-b06f-88dbd8dc1cca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be380432301/4fb3d303-a7ea-4d9f-b06f-88dbd8dc1cca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be380432301/66a53f34-2089-4320-834b-e8fc27775c57.pdf
https://www.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers-list-select-time.stml?driveID=846815
http://whatis1st.com

MAY 13 - 23

SIGN UP AT WHATIS1ST.COM/PRAY247
KICKS OFF FOLLOWING OUR PRAYER MEETING

MAY 13 AT 6 PM IN THE SANCTUARY

Word from Worship

Hey 1st Church friends --

| believe that summer has arrived early this year. We have truly been blessed
with beautiful weather. Our Praise in the Park services continue at 8 am with no
fear of frost! Seriously, we only had a very few weeks of cold weather over the
winter months. We have been blessed with faithful members and guests at the
outside service, and we are thankful.

Please be in prayer for the Today Matters Mental Health Ministry. Their next
service on May 15th features guest speaker, Randy Grimes, former NFL player
for Tampa Bay. Mark this date on your calendar and watch for additional
information.

We are currently having sign up for our 24/10 prayer room available online or at
each service. | believe this will be a time of significant spiritual growth. Please
don't miss this opportunity. "OH Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome
God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and obey his
commands, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your
servant is praying before you day and night.." Nehemiah 1: 5-6. Some have
asked why we can't just pray at our own homes. Of course, daily prayer is vital
but the experience of prayer with another prayer partner in the sanctuary or
designated place was a special experience. There's something about the
discipline of showing up at a particular place at a particular time that places a
whole new importance on it. I'm sure that some incredible stories and
experiences will be shared at the completion of this 10 day journey.

I'm praying for you

Rosie Young

Worship Coordinator
rosie.young@whatis1st.com

Summer Mission Trip



mailto:rosie.young@whatis1st.com

Key Tags are now available to take home and

pray specifically for a member of our youth
summer missions team. Pick up a key tag located
in Lenox hall by the missions board or in the Life
Center foyer.

Each tag has one name of a student or adult
volunteer going to serve in Kenosha, Wisconsin
this July. Please take one home today and
continue to pray for this individual as we meet
regularly to prepare for this 9 day trip. Pray also for
the people we will serve in Kenosha that they will
be receptive to the Gospel as we shine God's light into their lives.

HeaRD
Joim s o Calebrafe Heare ¥
Membal Healih Awereness Wellk

Saturday, May 1, 2021

% 9-1Ma.m.
@
Laishley Park

Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs 5
Pet friendly/kid friendly event - Please follow social distancing guidelines

There will be a brief program where community members share their inspiring stories.

Then, we'll embark on a scenic 1/2 mile walk through our beautiful
Harbor Walk in effort to raise awareness for mental health.

FREE T-shirts to first 100 walkers
FREE refreshments & snacks * Community information tables
Honor Beads = Raffle Prizes * #AntiStigma rocks * And more...

No registration necessary; we hope to see you there!

Higher Learning Scholarship Fund Testimony



A Firm Foundation

What does the future hold for The United Methodist
Church? It is the question being asked all around our
denomination. What should be the response to the
competing visions and notable division within
contemporary Methodism in North America? Can we
explore the issues confronting us in a post-
Christendom era without rupturing our relationships?

A valuable resource for Pastor Mike's current sermon
series, this carefully curated volume engages the deep
heart questions of United Methodists and casts a
compelling vision by trustworthy voices for dynamic
faith. Contributors explore the power of classic ideas
such as:

e The Lordship of Jesus Christ

« Engaging scripture meaningfully
o The power of the Holy Spirit

o The promise of sanctification

e Living with undivided purpose

o Fostering dynamic discipleship
e The gift of the global church

hop

FOUNDATION

e and vision for

new methodist future




A Firm Foundation is a useful tool not only in navigating present challenges but in
pursuing the future promise for the people called Methodists. The foundational
principles which have guided Methodist thought from the beginning of John
Wesley’s countercultural movement remain rich resources as we explore what it
means to remain faithful disciples in the tradition of the Wesleys. A Firm
Foundation books are currently available for sale in the church office and at each
service if anyone would like one for $10 each.

Scroll down for more of 7he Bridge

Bargain Boutique Update

The Bargain Boutique would like to thank you for your continued support during
this season, and make you aware of their new phone number, 239.264.6533.
Operating hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 am until 2 pm. The
Bargain Boutique is located on the corner of McGregor and West Marion Avenue.

Attention all cookie bakers!

The “Thank You” (aka Cupcake) ministry needs you. Our
next “Thank You” target for July will be the Hospice
workers who do such a fabulous job with the end of life
process both as a comfort to families and for those that are
passing on. Please, if you love to bake and would like to
participate in this fun and rewarding ministry, call me,
Kathy Kresge at 941-661-1175 or Gail in the church office.

2020 Annual Report is Now Available!

The 2020 Annual Report is now available online. Click the link
el below to access your copy. Thank you for your faithfulness and
st s support throughout the past year. We look forward to even
_— greater things in the year to comel!

Click Here for our 2020 Annual Report

Media Deadlines

As we continue to move back to in-person for our Bible studies, small groups and church
events, we want to encourage you to promote your events and outreach programs in our
weekly newsletter, The Bridge. All articles and media submissions must be received by 5
pm on Wednesday. Recording times are limited and must be scheduled no less than two
weeks prior to your desired promo date. To schedule a recording or submit an article
for The Bridge, please email christa@ whatislst.com.

FOLLOW US & JOIN US THIS SUNDAY LIVE AT 9:15 & 11 AM
ONLINE ON FACEBOOK, YOUTUBE AND WHATIS1ST.COM


https://files.constantcontact.com/be380432301/4fb3d303-a7ea-4d9f-b06f-88dbd8dc1cca.pdf
mailto:christa@whatis1st.com

ONEBLOOD
BLOOD DRIVE

MAY 9, 202i1

8:30 AM TO 1:30 PM

Main Parking Lot
1st United Methodist Church
507 W Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda

Appointments recommended

To schedule visit:

oneblood.com/donate-now
use sponsor code # 10245.

COMMUNITY “"‘,' By TODAY MATTERS

hy and dignity by removing the stigma of mental health.
PRAYER SERVICE Emmmeeiiis
R g Saturday, May 15

4 pm in the Life Center

Doors will open at 3 pm

THURS ID/A\Y — \.\ : Our Guest Speaker:
VINRICIZEYE . | - A" pANDY

LOVE, LIFE, AND R i
Aetzity  PUNTA GORDA GRIMES
-~ C

- CITY HALL ANNEX RANDY Y s,

126 HARVEY ST, PUNTA GORDA

1st United Methodist Chu venue, Punta Gorda
com/todaymatters fol rmo vcollasz 244 5259

Greetings Everyone,

In 1971, Bill and Gloria Gaither, founding members of
the contemporary Christian music movement wrote
one of the top five most requested songs by United
Methodists.

Bill's reason for writing this song was “in the midst of
social upheaval, threats of war, and betrayals of
national and personal trust. It was into this world at
such a time that we were bringing our third little baby.
Assasinations, riots, drug traffic, and war monopolized the headlines. It was in the midst
of this kind of uncertainty that the assurance of the Lordship of the risen Christ blew
across our troubled minds like a cooling breeze in the parched desert. Holding our tiny
son in our arms we were able to write...” the song Because He Lives.

Wanted Three More Handbell Ringers!

Summer is a great time to consider joining the Chancel Ringers. We practice social
distancing and have a lot fun making music. The group rehearses on Wednesdays at
6:30PM in the Life Center. Ability to read music is necessary. Contact David Bellows for
more information: david.bellows@ whatis1lst.com

Soli Deo Gloria!


mailto:david.bellows@whatis1st.com

David Bellows
Director of Music Ministries

This Sunday’s Music — May 2, 2021 — 11:00AM Service
Prelude: Tuba Tune in D Major — C.S. Lang
Offertory: The Lord’s Prayer — A. Malotte
Postlude: Toccata In Seven —J. Rutter

Worship Service Information

Praise in the Park

Join us this Sunday at 8 am forPraise in the Park!
Open to everyone, this is your opportunity to join us
for "in person" worship as we enjoy God's scenery
from the lawn of the beautiful Gilchrist Park Pavilion,
weather permitting of course. Please plan to bring
your lawn chairs and/or blankets, and, yes, we will be
asking you to practice social distancing. Don't forget
to join our "Praise in the Park" group on our Church

App!

As a reminder, our outside services are always subject to change due to the
weather. Please make sure you are connected with us through the app, our email
list or social media to receive our updates concerning schedule changes.

See you Sunday for Praise in the Park!

Join us for Worship In-Person This Sunday!

If you are planning on attending our services
please remember the following:

o Masks are required at all times. ' | ) :

e Social distancing is being enforced per A ,0 . \l 18 Ll‘ i
CDC recommendations. ’ l’l " - oy .

o Families may sit together, but please 1'1 2 ‘nemI=RIaTATOI B "\! ' ll

leave three seats between you and
others not in your family.

o If you are feverish or not feeling well,
we ask that you stay home and join us
online on our Facebook and YouTube channels.

At this time, you may only enter the Life Center through themain
entrance facing the Fellowship Hall courtyard. All other exterior doors will be
locked. We'll see you Sunday!

Service Opportunity




We are looking for a couple of volunteers to water our flowers on campus through
the remainder of the dry season. Unfortunately, we do not have a sprinkler
system, and the job can be a bit overwhelming for the small maintenance staff we
have on hand. If you are interested, please call the church office, 941.639.3842
and Gail will direct you to Joey DePetro for further information. Thank you and
have a great day!

Church Website Update Coming!

We are currently finalizing our new website. We are looking for a volunteer who is
available to assist our Director of Media Ministries with updates as needed.
Experience with the newer version of WordPress templates is helpful. For more
information, please contact Christa by email at christa@whatis1st.com or you
may call Kathy in the church office.

Friendship Ministry Callers

We are looking for volunteers to be a part of
Flllll) ,,,,,,,, 18t Church’s “Friendship Ministry Callers,” an important

I}WEFRIENDSHIP component of ConneXions. ConneXions is the new
LOVE 5 RELIEE e e . : .

,,,,,,,,,, i P g Y T faith initiative which Pastor Mike announced in early
w,,:,,succgssnlv UNITY. 2021. He challenged us all with the question “How do
|_||:E;;,;s,nw we become the Church of Jesus Christ, as Jesus

intended us to be?” Surely, outreach and kindness play

a large role. Mainly because of Covid, there is an
urgent need to stay in touch with members of our spiritual family. Many of these
folks are not able to attend weekly services yet yearn for fellowship and spiritual
nourishment. Would you be willing to make check-in calls again for the Church?
We are beginning a telephone ministry, hoping to get commitments for callers
who can make 10 - 15 calls at least every six months, if not every quarter, so no
one slips through the 1st Church cracks. Please consider if you are able to serve
the faith community in this action. If so, please contact Gail Sexton
at gail.sexton@whatis1st.com or 941-639-3842.

Media Volunteers Needed!

Our Media Team is need of several individuals to
help in the media booth with slides and cameras
on a rotating schedule. No experience required,
and full training will be provided. We also need

MEDIAWIINISTR& =

two to three people to serve as hosts for our IMMEDIATE PUSITIUNSNEE[]EI]
online services. Hosts are responsible to greet our CAMERA-OPERATORS; VISUAL TECHS; /
viewers, answer  questions and provide &‘"RTUM.BREETERS
information about our church app, online giving EMAIL CHRISTA@WHATIS 1ST.COM FOR INFO
and prayer team in the chat area on both our »
Facebook broadcast and YouTube

channel. Training will be provided as well. If you
are interested in any of these positions, please email Christa, christa@ whatis1st.com.


mailto:gail.sexton@whatis1st.com

Get Connected!

Pastor Mike recently introduced the new accountability
small group ministry, "Connexions." This is your
opportunity to connect with other Christ followers, to hold
each other accountable in your daily walks with Christ
and implement some of the same practices and worship
habits developed by Methodist founder. Connexions will
challenge you and help build stronger relationships with
other believers. If you haven’t signed up to be a part of this next step at

18t Church, we encourage you to do so today. Please send an email to Gail
Sexton, gail@whatis1st.com or call 941.239.3842, ext. 207.

2021 Bible Reading Schedules

We want to encourage you to join us as we once
again read through the Bible. Reading
calendars are available for download and
printing on our website,
whatis1st.com/bible2021, and hard copies are
available in the Life Center. Start your new year
off right by committing to read God's Word!

vl YOUTH MINISTRY
/- STUDENTS IN GRADES 6 TO 12
1S AM SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9:15,AM

AY CONNE R YOUTH GROUP @ 4 PM



mailto:gail@whatis1st.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/be380432301/66a53f34-2089-4320-834b-e8fc27775c57.pdf
http://whatis1st.com/Bible2021

8am Pral in the Par
@ the Gilchrist Park Pavilion

915 am Contemporary

N am Traditional
Live in the Life Center & Online

whatislst.com @whatislst

Children's & Youth Sunday School at 9:15 am
ARAYERIMOMENIES

\ZIZ’M I

THURSDAYS AT NOON
HISTORIC SANCTUARY

ACH WITHDRAWAL
CALL 941.639.3842 TO SET UP

WEBSITE
WHATISIST.COM

P
BY MAIL
1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

507 W. MARION AVENUE
PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950

BILL PAY
CONTACT YOUR FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION FOR INSTRUCTIONS.

G @lstunitedmethodistehurch

MEDIAWIINISTR -

IMMEDIRTE POSITIONS NEEDIE[I?~

CAMERA-OPERATORS; VISUAL TECHS

& VIRTUAL GREETERS

EMAIL CHRISTA@WHATIS1ST.COM FOR INFO

~

PRAYER

TUESDAYS AT 9 AM

EMAIL PRAYERTEAM@WHATISIST.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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. y - DOWNLOADAHEARPFROMYOUR PHONE ORTABLESS APPSTORE.
o OPENTHE APRAND SEARCH FORASTIUNITEDMETHODIST CHURCGH!
» FOLLOW THEINSTRUGTIONSTOSETFUPAND GONERMYOUR ACGOUNT:
o NOW YOU MAY-GHEGKIN, GIVEYOURTITHES & OFFERINGS AND
WATCH OURSERVIGE ALLEROM YOUR BHONE ORTABLET,

Our Office Hours are Monday - Thursday from 9 am to 4 pm
507 W Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda 33950
941.639.3842 - whatis1st.com

IST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

507 W MARION AVENUE, PUNTA GORDA, FL 35950
941.639.3842 | WHATISIST.COM | 1STCHUDCHOWHATIS1ST COM

{)FFERII‘J HE\’\.' LIFE IN JESUS FHRIHT BY SEEKING, SHAPING & SENDING DISCIPLES

B
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FOLLOW US & JOIN US THIS SUNDAY LIVE AT 9:15 & 11 AM
ONLINE ON FACEBOOK, YOUTUBE AND WHATIS1ST.COM

00


http://www.facebook.com/whatis1st
https://youtube.com/1stunitedmethodistchurch

